
 
   

 

 
  Date of Publication 21 October 2026 

Planning & Development  
Committee Meeting of Witney Town Council 
 

Tuesday, 27th October, 2026 at 6.00 pm 
 
To members of the Planning & Development Committee - G Doughty, J Aitman, G Meadows, D Temple, J Treloar 
and R Smith (and all other Town Councillors for information).  
 

You are hereby summonsed to the above meeting to be held in the Virtual Meeting via MS Teams - Virtual 
Meeting for the transaction of the business stated in the agenda below.  
 
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/3843524956681335?p=wPTWpBDyGMxIdDJxhw 
Meeting ID: 384 352 495 668 133 5 
Passcode: RT9oY2vy 
 
Admission to Meetings 
All Council meetings are open to the public and press unless otherwise stated. 
 
Any member of the public wishing to attend the meeting should contact the Committee Clerk 
derek.mackenzie@witney-tc.gov.uk in advance. Priority will be given to those who have registered to speak on 
an item on the agenda. 
 
Commitment to Civility and Respect  
This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Witney Town Council's commitment to the Civility and 
Respect Pledge. Councillors, officers and members of the public are expected to treat one another with courtesy, 
dignity, and respect, ensuring that debate remains professional, objective and focused on the business being 
discussed. Personal criticism, intimidation, or behaviour that could undermine the wellbeing of those present is 
inconsistent with the standards expected of the Council. 
 
Recording of Meetings 
In accordance with the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, public meetings may be filmed, 
audio-recorded, or photographed. Anyone intending to record the proceedings is asked, as a courtesy, to inform 
the Committee Clerk before the meeting begins. 
  
This meeting will be broadcast live via Microsoft Teams and recorded; by attending or participating, you consent 
to the recording and public sharing of audio and video, which may be made available for later viewing. For 
details on how personal data is handled, please see the Privacy Notice 
 
 

Agenda 
 
1. Apologies for Absence   

 To consider apologies and reasons for absence. 
 
Committee Members who are unable to attend the meeting should notify the Committee Clerk 
derek.mackenzie@witney-tc.gov.uk prior to the meeting, stating the reason for absence. 
 
Standing Order 8(e)(v) permits the appointment of substitute Councillors to a Committee whose role is 
to replace ordinary Councillors at a meeting of a Committee if ordinary Councillors of the Committee 
have confirmed to the Proper Officer before the meeting that they are unable to attend. 
 
 

Public Document Pack

Page 1

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/3843524956681335?p=wPTWpBDyGMxIdDJxhw
mailto:derek.mackenzie@witney-tc.gov.uk


 
 

Mrs Sharon Groth FSLCC FCMI 
Town Clerk 
 

Town Hall, Market Square 
Witney 
Oxon 
OX28 6AG 

T: 01993 704379 
E: info@witney-tc.gov.uk 
 

w: www.witney-tc.gov.uk 

 

2. Declarations of Interest   

 Members are reminded to declare any disclosable pecuniary interests in any of the items under 
consideration at this meeting in accordance with the Town Council’s code of conduct. 
 

3. Public Participation   

 The meeting will adjourn for this item. 
 
Members of the public may speak for a maximum of five minutes each during the period of public 
participation, in line with Standing Order 25. Matters raised shall relate to the following items on the 
agenda. 
 

4. Planning Applications  (Pages 4 - 6) 

 To receive and consider a schedule of Planning Applications from West Oxfordshire District Council. 
 

5. Oxfordshire County Council Planning Permission - R3.0130/26  (Pages 7 - 8) 

 To consider the request for Change of Use from C2 Use Class (residential institution) to 2no 1 bed flats 
with shared care provision (Sui Generis) at April Cottage Ducklington Lane Witney. 
 
Documents can be found at: Planning application: R3.0130/26   
 

6. Notification of Planning Appeal Land at Peashell Farm Downs Road Curbridge  (Pages 9 - 11) 

 To receive a notification of Planning Appeal 26/00030/APPEAL. Original application number 
25/00144/OUT and consider the submission of additional, or modification of existing comments. 
 

7. Application for a New Premises Licence - Cup of Love Ltd 47 Market Square, Witney  (Pages 12 - 33) 

 To consider application W/26/00894/PRMA for a New Premises Licence at Cup of Love Ltd 47 Market 
Square Witney, under the Licensing Act 2003. 
 

8. Application for Pavement Licence - Greggs Unit 4 and 5 Welch Way Witney  (Pages 34 - 37) 

 To receive and consider a Pavement Licence Application for Greggs Unit 4 and 5 Welch Way Witney 
under the Business and Planning Act 2020. 
 

9. Witney Air Quality Management Area  (Pages 38 - 51) 

 To receive and consider correspondence from West Oxfordshire District Council and consider any 
response. 
 

10. Witney Traffic Advisory Committee Minutes  (Pages 52 - 58) 

 To receive the minutes of the Witney Traffic Advisory Committee meeting held 22 September 2026. 
 

 
 
 

 
Town Clerk 
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Mrs Sharon Groth FSLCC FCMI 
Town Clerk 
 

Town Hall, Market Square 
Witney 
Oxon 
OX28 6AG 

T: 01993 704379 
E: info@witney-tc.gov.uk 
 

w: www.witney-tc.gov.uk 
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Plot Ref :-

 26/02338/HHD

 Type :-

 HOUSEHOL

4 . 1

 26/130



Applicant Name :- 

 .

 Date Received :- 

 02/10/2026


WEST

 Date Returned :- 

Parish :-



Location :-

 31 Ralegh Crescent

 Agent


Witney



Proposals :- 

 Demolition of existing detached garage. Erection of two storey 


side extension



Observations :-



Plot Ref :-

 26/02360/HHD

 Type :-

 HOUSEHOL

4 . 2

 26/131



Applicant Name :- 

 .

 Date Received :- 

 06/10/2026


NORTH

 Date Returned :- 

Parish :-



Location :-

 50 New Yatt Road

 Agent


Witney



Proposals :- 

 Erection of 2 storey rear and side extensions along with 


modification to main roof, replacement windows and associated 


works.



Observations :-



Plot Ref :-

 26/02381/HHD

 Type :-

 HOUSEHOL

4 . 3

 26/132



Applicant Name :- 

 .

 Date Received :- 

 13/10/2026


NORTH

 Date Returned :- 

Parish :-



Location :-

 41 Crawley Road

 Agent


Witney



Proposals :- 

 Extension of existing decking on lower ground level. 


(Retrospective).



Observations :-



Plot Ref :-

 26/02318/LBC

 Type :-

 LISTED BUI

4 . 4

 26/133



Applicant Name :- 

 .

 Date Received :- 

 13/10/2026


SOUTH

 Date Returned :- 

Parish :-



Location :-

 64 Corn Street

 Agent


Witney



Proposals :- 

 External alterations to add an external door to an existing porch to 


enclose the space.



Observations :-
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Plot Ref :-

 26/02317/FUL

 Type :-

 FULL

4 . 5

 26/134



Applicant Name :- 

 .

 Date Received :- 

 13/10/2026


SOUTH

 Date Returned :- 

Parish :-



Location :-

 64 Corn Street

 Agent


Witney



Proposals :- 

 External alterations to add an external door to an extisting porch to 


enclose the space.



Observations :-



Plot Ref :-

 26/01708/FUL

 Type :-

 FULL

4 . 6

 26/135



Applicant Name :- 

 .

 Date Received :- 

 19/10/2026


CENTRAL

 Date Returned :- 

Parish :-



Location :-

 64 High Street

 Agent


Witney



Proposals :- 

 Part Conversion of a commercial retail shop to form 3.no flats, 


erection of a rear extension to form 2.no flats, and the erection of a 


detached unit to rear consisting 2no. flats, and associated 


landscaping works.



Observations :-



Plot Ref :-

 26/02484/LBC

 Type :-

 LISTED BUI

4 . 7

 26/136



Applicant Name :- 

 .

 Date Received :- 

 19/10/2026


CENTRAL

 Date Returned :- 

Parish :-



Location :-

 64 High Street

 Agent


Witney



Proposals :- 

 Part conversion of a commercial retail shop to form 3.no flats, and 


erection of a rear extension to form 2no. flats, as part of wider 


development of the site



Observations :-



Plot Ref :-

 26/02447/S73

 Type :-

 VARIATION

4 . 8

 26/137



Applicant Name :- 

 .

 Date Received :- 

 19/10/2026


SOUTH

 Date Returned :- 

Parish :-



Location :-

 McDonalds

 Agent


Ducklington Lane


Witney



Proposals :- 

 Removal of conditions 3 and 4 of permission 25/03152/S73 to 


allow for he submission and approval of an odour risk assessment 


and the kitchen odour extraction and filtration system to be used 


during the 24-hour operation, along with the details of the 


arrangements to control on and off-site litter (retrospective)



Observations :-



Plot Ref :-

 26/02465/HHD

 Type :-

 HOUSEHOL

4 . 9

 26/138



Applicant Name :- 

 .

 Date Received :- 

 21/10/2026


NORTH

 Date Returned :- 

Parish :-



Location :-

 37 Hailey Road

 Agent


Witney
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Proposals :- 

 Erection of a two storey and single storey rear extension to replace 


existing single storey rear extension, and associated works



Observations :-
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APNE1 

 

 Date: 

Our ref: 

Please ask for: 

Telephone: 

Email: 

 

9th October 2026 

26/00030/APPEAL 

Chris Wood 

01993 861677 

chris.wood@westoxon.gov.uk 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78 

Notification of Planning Appeal 

 

Site Address: 

 

Land At Peashell Farm Downs Road Curbridge 

 

Description of Development: Outline planning permission (with all matters reserved except for access 

from existing Downs Road roundabout) for up to 370 dwellings (use class 

C3) including the provision of affordable homes, land to accommodate up 

to 400sqm of local retail within classes E, together with pedestrian and 

cycle connections, bridle routes and internal roads, open space, 

landscaping to include area for play, allotments, surface water drainage and 

other supporting infrastructure (including utilities) wand engineering 

works including groundworks; demolition of existing farm buildings and 

removal of structures. 

 

Original Application Number: 25/00144/OUT 

Appellant’s name: Hallam Land 

Appeal Reference: 6015862 

Appeal Start Date:   02.10.2026 

 

 An appeal has been made against West Oxfordshire District Council’s failure to give notice of its decision 

within the appropriate period for the planning application  for the development described above. 

 The appeal will be determined on the basis of an inquiry. The procedure to be followed is set out in the 

Town and Country Planning Appeals (Determination by Inspectors) (Inquiry Procedure) (England) Rules 

2000, as amended. I will write again to inform you of the inquiry details as soon as they are available. 

 

For any group or organisation who wish to take an active part in the Inquiry, the opportunity is available to 

apply for what is known as Rule 6 status.  Although unusual, there is also scope for interested individuals to 

take part on the same basis.   Rule 6 status means that you would be able to present your evidence on a 

formal basis and cross examine the evidence of others.  You can find guidance at the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-rule-6-status-on-a-planning-appeal-or-called-in-

application  
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Arrangements for the Inquiry are currently being finalised by the Planning Inspectorate.  These will include a 

pre-Inquiry conference call with the lead parties to deal with procedural and administrative matters, 

including how the evidence will be heard.  As a Rule 6 party, it is anticipated that you would also be a part 

of that process.  If, having read the above guidance, you wish to apply for Rule 6 status and/or have any 

related questions, you should contact the Planning Inspectorate immediately.  If you are interested but are 

unable to access the guidance electronically, again, you should contact the Planning Inspectorate who will 

try and assist.    

 

If, having read the above guidance, you wish to apply for Rule 6 status it is essential that you contact the 

Planning Inspectorate immediately.  

 

We have forwarded all the representations made to us on the original planning application to the Planning 

Inspectorate and to the Appellant. These will be considered by the Inspector when determining the appeal, 

unless they are subsequently withdrawn. 

 

If you wish to make comments, or modify/withdraw your previous representation, you can do 

so online at:  

https://appeal-planning-decision.service.gov.uk/comment-planning-appeal/enter-appeal-reference  

 

In deciding whether to provide further comments, you are advised that the appellant may have submitted 

additional evidence that you have not previously seen.  Your comments can address such matters. 

 

If you do not have access to the internet, you can send your comments to the following address quoting 

reference number 6015862: 

In writing : The Planning Inspectorate   

C/o QUADIENT  

69 Buckingham Avenue  

Slough  

SL1 4PN 

 

All representations must be received by the Planning Inspectorate by 6th November 2026.  Any 

representations submitted after the deadline will not usually be considered and will be returned. The 

Planning Inspectorate does not acknowledge representations.  All representations must quote the 

appeal reference.  

 

Please note that any representations you submit to the Planning Inspectorate will be copied to the appellant 

and this local planning authority and will be considered by the Inspector when determining the appeal.   

 

Please ensure that all comments/documents submitted are GDPR compliant. 

 

If you wish to track the progress of the appeal you can do so via:  

https://appeal-planning-decision.service.gov.uk/comment-planning-appeal/enter-appeal-reference  

by searching under the appeal reference 6015862.  

You can also view the appeal documents on the Council’s website at www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning under 

the original application reference. 

 

You can get a copy of one of the Planning Inspectorate’s “Guide to taking part in planning appeals” booklets 

free of charge from GOV.UK at:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/taking-part-in-a-planning-listed-building-or-enforcement-appeal  

 
When made, the decision will be published online at:  

https://appeal-planning-decision.service.gov.uk/comment-planning-appeal/enter-appeal-reference  
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Yours sincerely 

 

Chris Wood 
 

Senior Planning Officer (Appeals) 

Planning and Strategic Housing 
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Reply to : Licensing Team
Tel :  01993 861000
Email: ers@westoxon.gov.uk

The Town Council Your Ref:

Date:

W/26/00894/PRMA

9th October 2026

Dear Town Clerk,

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for New Premises Licence – Cup of Love Ltd

We have received an application for   Cup Of Love LTD 47 Market Square Witney Oxfordshire 
OX28 6AG     under the Licensing Act 2003.

All sales will take place at the till inside the premises, there will be no sales at the tables.

The application can be viewed through the online Public Access Portal.    If you would like to make formal 
representation, the closing date is 6th November 2026

Please ensure that all email correspondence is sent to ers@westoxon.gov.uk

Yours faithfully

Licensing Team
Environmental and Regulatory Services

West Oxfordshire District Council may share information provided to it with other bodies responsible for auditing or 
administering public funds in order to prevent and detect fraud under Section 6 of the Audit Commission Act 1998

Page 12

Agenda Item 7

mailto:ers@westoxon.gov.uk
https://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/login.jsp
mailto:ers@westoxon.gov.uk


Page 13

Appendix 



Page 14



Page 15



Page 16



Page 17



Page 18



Page 19



Page 20



Page 21



Page 22



Page 23



Page 24



Page 25



Page 26



Page 27



Page 28



Page 29



Page 30

Appendix 



Page 31



Page 32



P
age 33

A
ppendix 



Reply to : Licensing Team
Tel :  01993 861000
Email: ers@westoxon.gov.uk

The Parish Council Your Ref:

Date:

W/26/01104/PAVLIC

19th October 2026

Dear Parish Clerk,

BUSINESS AND PLANNING ACT 2020
APPLICATION FOR PAVEMENT LICENCE

We have received an application for Greggs Unit 4 5 Welch Way Witney Oxfordshire OX28 6JH    
under the Business and Planning Act 2020.

The application form and supporting docs are attached to this email. If you would like to make formal 
representation please email ERS@westoxon.gov.uk, the closing date is 2nd November 2026.

Yours faithfully

Licensing Team
Environmental and Regulatory Services

West Oxfordshire District Council may share information provided to it with other bodies responsible for auditing or 
administering public funds in order to prevent and detect fraud under Section 6 of the Audit Commission Act 1998
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Renewal Application - Pavement Licensing 

 

Client: West Oxfordshire District Council  

Subject: Pavement Licensing  

Date Logged: 19/10/2026  

Case Origin: Form  

Case Detail: Application Type: Renewal 
Reference Number: W/24/01367/PAVLIC 
Submission date: 19/10/2026, 10:51 
Licence cost: £0.00 
Applicant Address out of district: Yes - Greggs Innovate House Balliol Business Park Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE12 8EW 
Declaration Checked: Yes  

 

Timings 

Monday to Saturday 06:30 – 17:30 

Sunday – 09:00 – 16:00 

 

Customer Details 

Name: Kerris Gibson  

Address: (UPRN: ) 

Contact: 0191 212 7812  

Email: gmv@greggs.co.uk  
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GREGGS OUTDOOR SEATING SCALE 1:50 @ A3
U4 WELCH WAY WITNEY OX28 6JH

BIN
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EXISTING FLOOR PLAN (1:50)
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WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Name and date of 

Committee 

Executive 11 November  2026 

Subject Revocation of Witney and Chipping Norton Air Quality 

Management Areas 

Wards affected Witney North, Witney East, Witney Central, Chipping Norton 

Accountable member Cllr Alistair Wray - Executive Member for Environment 

Email: alistair.wray@westoxon.gov.uk 

Accountable officer 

 
Claire Locke - Executive Director Corporate Services 

Email: claire.locke@publicagroup.uk 

Report author Susan McPherson – Senior Officer Air Quality 

Email: susan.mcpherson@publicagroup.uk 

Summary/Purpose The purpose of this report is to gain approval from the Executive for the 

revocation of the Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA) in Witney and 

Chipping Norton. Both areas now meet with the revocation criteria set 

by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). 

Annexes Annex A – AQMA Declaration Orders 

Recommendation(s) That the Executive resolves to: 

1. Approve the revocation of the Witney and Chipping Norton 

AQMAs upon the adoption of a new district wide Air Quality 

Strategy anticipated in 2027.  

Corporate priorities • Putting Residents First 

• A Good Quality of Life for All 

• A Better Environment for People and Wildlife 

• Responding to the Climate and Ecological Emergency 

• Working Together for West Oxfordshire  

Key Decision NO 

 

Exempt NO  
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Consultees/ 

Consultation  

Witney Town Council and Chipping Norton Town Council for their 

information. 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 The Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) in Witney and Chipping Norton were declared 

on 1st March 2005. The Declaration Orders are presented in Annex A. The full extent of the 

AQMAs is shown in Figures 1 & 2. The AQMA was declared due to exceedances in the annual 

average concentrations of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) above the UK objective of 40µg/m3. 

 

1.2 It is likely that multiple factors have contributed to the improvements in air quality in the two 

AQMAs. These are likely to be: the increase in the number of people working from home; 

improvements in combustion engine technology; uptake of low and ultra-low emission 

vehicles; and, the introduction of the 20mph speed limit. 

 

1.3 Defra recommends revocation following a minimum of three consecutive years where the 

pollutant(s) of concern are below 90% of the relevant national objective (36µg/m3 for NO2). 

Both the Witney and Chipping Norton AQMA have met these criteria, and Defra have 

requested the council now revokes these AQMAs. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Under the Environment Act 1995, local authorities are required to monitor and improve air 

quality in their area. The legislation targets certain pollutants which may pose a health risk to 

humans should they enter the body, primarily by inhalation. These pollutants have been 

assigned objective concentrations which reduce the health risks to an acceptable level.  

2.2 Where concentrations are found to be above the associated objective for three consecutive 

years the local authority must declare the area as an AQMA and, demonstrate it is applying 

measures to improve air quality. Pre 2005 monitoring showed concentrations above the 

national objective on Bridge Street in Witney and Horsefair in Chipping Norton. The Air 

Quality Management Area boundary was drawn up based on conclusions from a detailed 

assessment carried out in 2004. The resulting AQMAs are shown in Figure 1 and Figure 2. 

2.3 The AQMAs were formally declared on the 1st March 2005. Copies of the Declaration  Orders 

are attached at Annex A.  
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Figure 1 - Witney Air Quality Management Area Figure 2 – Chipping Norton Air Quality Management Area 

P
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3. POLLUTION SOURCE AND MITIGATION  

3.1 The primary, if not exclusive, source of NO2 in both AQMAs is petrol/diesel vehicle exhaust 

gases which build up due to idling and stop start traffic. In Witney, Bridge Street was, until the 

recently opened Shores Green junction,  the only viable route to cross the River Windrush 

for traffic travelling between Witney and destinations to the north and northeast of the town. 

Consequently, a large number of vehicles, both commercial and domestic, use this route daily, 

frequently causing congestion on and around Bridge Street, particularly at the roundabouts 

on the junctions with Mill Street and West End. Furthermore, the street canyon, created by 

the continuous row of buildings on each side of Bridge Street, is also thought to have 

intensified exhaust emissions.  

3.2 In Chipping Norton, Horsefair and High Street form part of the A44 which links Oxford  to 

towns such as Moreton-in-Marsh, Evesham and Leominster, terminating in Aberystwyth in 

West Wales. The A44 is classed as a Secondary Freight Priority Route and consequently is 

frequently used by freight as well as other vehicles travelling from the northwest to southeast 

of the district and vice versa. Congestion is caused by the sharp 90-degree turn at the junction 

of High Street (A44) and New Street (A44), the pedestrian crossing in High Street and the 

narrowing of the A44 as it becomes Horse Fair.  

3.3 The Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) adopted in 2024, listed a number of mitigation measures 

to reduce air pollution in the two AQMAs. Mitigation measures most effective at reducing 

pollution caused by vehicle emissions are those which will reduce the number of vehicles on 

the road or promote free flowing traffic. As roads, active travel routes and public transport 

in West Oxfordshire are managed by Oxfordshire County Council (OCC), most of the 

measure likely to have a significant impact on air quality in the AQMAs were OCC proposed 

actions to tackle congestion.  

3.4 For Witney, these included: option appraisal for managing traffic within Witney town centre, 

including on Bridge Street; improvements at the Shores Green Junction on the A40, to the 

southeast of the town; improvements to Market Square; and, improvements to the active 

transport network, including the approval of the Witney Local Cycling, Walking and 

Infrastructure Plan. The improvements to the Shores Green Junction is one of the main 

measures likely to have a positive impact on air quality within the AQMA. The addition of on 

and off slip roads on the west side of this junction allows east bound vehicles to leave the A40 

and west bound vehicles to join the A40 at this junction. This provides a more attractive route 

for travel between the A40 west of Witney and destinations to the north and northwest of 

the town, avoiding the need to travel through the town centre. This work was completed in 

the summer of 2026. However, it is unlikely that the impact of this modified junction, on air 

quality on Bridge Street, will be known until early 2028. Many of the other measures remain 

either as future projects, in development or in the early stages of implementation. 

3.5 For Chipping Norton, measures in the AQAP included: options appraisal for the junction of 

High Street, New Street and West Street; approval of the Chipping Norton Local Cycling, 

Walking and Infrastructure Plan; development of a West Oxfordshire Travel Plan; and the 
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A44 Corridor Plan. These measures are mainly in the early stages of implementation or are 

in development.  

3.6 Although the AQAP listed multiple measures to either directly or indirectly reduce air 

pollution within both the AQMAs, very few of these measures have been fully implemented 

to date. Consequently, the most likely reason for the reduction in air pollution in Witney and 

Chipping Norton are behavioural and technological changes which include: 

 

• An increase in the number of people working from home following the Covid 

pandemic, reducing the need to travel. 

• An increase in the number of virtual meetings, again, reducing the need to travel. 

• Improvement in engine and exhaust technology reducing harmful emissions from 

petrol and diesel cars. 

• Increased uptake of low and ultra-low emission vehicles. 

 

4. REVOCATION 

4.1 Defra’s Local Air Quality Management Technical Guidance (TG22) states that “it is 

recommended that revocation of an AQMA should be considered following three consecutive 

years of annual mean NO2 concentrations being lower than 36µg/m3 (i.e. not within 10% of 

the annual mean NO2 objective due to uncertainties and yearly variations)”.  

4.2 Data from both AQMAs is presented in Figure 3 and Figure 4 below. The figures clearly show 

both AQMAs have been compliant for the required three consecutive years, with NO2 

concentrations showing a downward trend. Consequently, in accordance with the LAQM 

guidance, the council is expected to revoke these AQMAs.  
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5. AIR QUALITY STRATEGY 

5.1 Following the successful revocation of the Witney and Chipping Norton AQMAs, the council 

is expected to adopt a district wide Air Quality Strategy. Unlike an Air Quality Action Plan, 

the strategy is not a legal requirement but is strongly encouraged to ensure air quality remains 

a priority. 

5.2 West Oxfordshire is likely to see a significant level of housing development in the next 5 to 

10 years, which may significantly increase vehicle numbers on the district’s roads. A significant 

proportion of this development will be around Witney and the neighbouring towns of 

Carterton and Eynsham, with further development also around Chipping Norton. The 

magnitude of the potential development has raised understandable concerns regarding the 

associated impact on air quality. To ensure air quality remains a priority in Witney and 

Chipping Norton, and other areas where development may increase air pollution, it is 

proposed to begin work on the strategy as soon as possible, ensuring that it will be in place 

before the AQMAs are formally revoked. To enable this work to be completed in a timely 

manner, it is suggested a specialist air quality consultant is appointed to carry out this work. 

This is likely to cost around £8,000 to £14,000 depending on the level of complexity and detail 

within the strategy.  There is an underspend value of £7,569 available from the Air Quality 

Action Plan budget, which can be put towards this cost. In addition, Finance have confirmed 

that there are sufficient reserves available to meet any shortfall.  

5.3 The strategy will include the following: 

• Overview of policies and strategies at district and county level which reduce air 

pollution 

• Information on pollutants and sources including source apportionment 

• Why continuing to reduce air pollution is important 

• Action areas, including planning, highways, industry, agriculture, domestic burning 

and public awareness 

• Raising awareness of indoor air pollution 

• Commitment to continuation of monitoring at current AQMA areas as well as 

other selected areas across the district 

The process will include input from a Steering Group and a public consultation. 

6. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 

6.1 Not to revoke the AQMAs.  This would go against the expectations of Defra as there is no 

benefit in retaining this status. It should be noted that Oxfordshire County Council are aware 

of the air quality improvements in both towns. Consequently, even if the AQMAs were to 

remain in place, it is unlikely that they would influence County decisions regarding traffic issues 

in these areas as resources would be targeted at areas that are still in breach of targets. 

6.2 Revoke the AQMAs without an Air Quality Strategy.  This may give perceptions that the 

council no longer considers air quality to be an important issue within the district.  
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7. CONCLUSIONS 

7.1 To conclude, concentrations of NO2 are now within the national health objective 

concentrations in either Witney or Chipping Norton, which is good news for the health of 

not only those who live in the affected areas, but also for the wider populations of both towns.  

7.2 Compliance with the national objective, in accordance with TG22, has been demonstrated, 

and consequently the Council are in a position to revoke the AQMA in line with Defra advice.  

7.3 Finalisation of the revocation (submission of the revocation orders to Defra) will be carried 

out once the new air quality strategy is adopted, which is expected to be within 12 months. 

8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

8.1 There are no financial implications associated with this revocation. Funding to deliver the new 

district wide strategy has been identified by finance as part of the current budget process for 

2027/28.  

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

9.1 The Council is meeting its statutory obligations for air quality management. There are no legal 

implications associated with this revocation. 

10. RISK ASSESSMENT 

10.1 There are no risk implications associated with this revocation. 

11. EQUALITIES IMPACT 

11.1 There are no equality implications associated with this revocation. 

12. SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

12.1 Revocation of the AQMA will not impact on the climate and ecological emergency. 

Conversely, this revocation demonstrates an improvement in air quality with positive 

implications for climate change. 

13. BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 (END) 
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WITNEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

Held on Tuesday, 22 September 2026 
 

At 3.00 pm in the Gallery Room, The Corn Exchange, Witney 
 

Present: 
 

Councillor D Enright (Chair)  
 

Councillors: S McCorroll 
A Prosser 
T Ashby 
J Robertshaw 
 

S Simpson 
R Smith 
T Bayliss 
D Miles 
 

Officers: Adam Clapton Deputy Town Clerk 
 Derek Mackenzie Senior Administrative Officer & 

Committee Clerk 
 Duncan Stewart Oxfordshire County Council 
 Danielle Chick Oxfordshire County Council 
 Annabelle Calder Oxfordshire County Council 
 Nassim Akhtar-Ali Oxfordshire County Council 
 Karl Chadwick Oxfordshire County Council 

 
Others: Two members of the public. 

Councillor David Edwards-Hughes 
D Miles, Parish Transport Representative  
R Steere, Witney Chamber of Commerce 
 

 
T45   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Coles(OCC) and J Aitman (WTC)  

 
Apologies were also received from C Hulme (Thames Valley Police), A Lyon (West Oxfordshire 
Community Transport) & A Bullock (Witney Chamber of Commerce) who was substituted by R 
Steere. 
 

T46   ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 
The Chair called for nominations for the position of Chair of the Committee. 
 
It was proposed that Councillor D Enright continue as Chair. There being no other nominations it 
was: 
 
Resolved: 
 
That, Councillor D Enright be elected Chair of the Committee for the 2026/27 municipal year. 
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T47   ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR 
 
The Chair called for nominations for the position of Vice-Chair of the Committee. 

 
It was proposed that Councillor A Coles continue as Vice Chair. There being no other 
nominations it was: 
 
Resolved: 
 
That, Councillor A Coles be elected Vice Chair of the Committee for the 2026/27 municipal year. 
 

T48   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There was no public participation. 
 

T49   MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30 June 2026 were received and approved as a correct 
record. 

 
T35(3) Members were pleased to hear from OCC Officers that the South Leigh Turn bus shelter 
had been reinstated.  
 
Resolved: 
 
That, the minutes of the meeting held on 30 June 2026 be approved and signed by the Chair as a 
correct record. 
 

T50   COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
The committee considered whether any changes were needed to the current Terms of 
Reference. 

 
Members suggested that representation from Thames Travel be invited in place of Pulhams and 
that a Civility and Respect Pledge statement similar to that of Witney Town Council’s be 
incorporated.  
 
Resolved: 
 

1. That, the Terms of Reference be approved subject to the replacement of Pulhams with 
Thames Travel as a representative organisation; and 

That, a Civility and Respect Pledge be incorporated. 
 

Cllr R Smith joined the meeting at 3:12pm. 
 

T51   PLACE, PLANNING AND COORDINATION 
 
The Committee received updates from Oxfordshire County Council on a range of transport 
projects and initiatives. 
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Movement and Place Plan 
 
Members were advised that consultation on the West Oxfordshire Lowlands Movement and 
Place Plan had closed and responses were being reviewed. The Committee noted that the West 
End Link Road had been removed from the emerging plan following cost and value for money 
assessments. Members welcomed the offer from OCC for a separate councillor briefing on the 
matter.  
 
Access to Witney (Shores Green Junction) 
 
The Committee noted that the junction was now fully operational and that traffic monitoring 
would continue over the coming months. Members welcomed the improvements delivered 
which included the resurfacing of the upper part of Oxford Hill however, they highlighted 
signage concerns at the Oxford Hill approach.  
 
Deer Park & Madley Park Paths and Crossings 
 
The Committee noted progress with procurement and project governance for the long-awaited 
delivery of the projects. Members were advised that final programme details were expected 
shortly, with the intention of commencing works as soon as possible.  
 
King George’s Field Path 
 
The Committee welcomed completion of the path improvement scheme and noted that further 
investigation would be undertaken into reports of the initial surface water pooling.  
 
Church Green Traffic Issues 
 
The Committee noted the response from Oxfordshire County Council regarding speeding 
concerns and signage within the conservation area. Members discussed whether additional 
investigation may be warranted should further concerns be raised by residents.  
 
Witney High Street Improvement Scheme 
 
The Committee received a detailed update on progress with the High Street Improvement 
Scheme from the Programme Lead and noted that works remained on programme, with 
completion anticipated in early November 2026. 
 
Members were advised that progress had continued across a number of workstreams, including 
drainage infrastructure, paving, utility diversions and preparation for the installation of street 
furniture and landscaping.  
 
The Committee noted that a temporary full closure of part of the High Street was likely to be 
required to facilitate essential drainage works and that discussions were continuing regarding 
the timing of these works and the associated traffic management arrangements. 
 
The representative from Witney Chamber of commerce led the discussions on the impact of the 
works on businesses, residents, public transport operators and visitors to the town centre. 
Particular emphasis was placed on the importance of clear and timely communication regarding 
changing traffic arrangements, road closures, pedestrian routes and bus stop locations. 
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Members welcomed reassurances that efforts were being made to maintain access to 
businesses throughout the construction period but expressed concern that some recent scheme 
amendments had not been widely communicated before becoming public. In response, the 
officer acknowledged the importance of continued engagement with local stakeholders and 
advised that further updates would be issued as the project progressed. 
 
The Majority of the discussion focussed on the public realm aspects of the scheme. Members 
considered the news for revised planting proposals and opportunities to increase the amount of 
landscaping, greening and biodiversity within the completed streetscape. The Committee 
welcomed the intention to improve the appearance of the town centre while recognising the 
practical constraints associated with underground services, maintenance requirements and 
pedestrian movement however felt that greater planning could have helped elevate these issues 
or provided alternative solutions earlier and within the scope of the project. 
 
The Committee also welcomed the co-ordination of carriageway resurfacing with  the works and 
highlighted the importance of ensuring that the finished scheme delivered a coherent and high-
quality environment throughout the High Street. 
 
Members sought assurances regarding arrangements for major forthcoming events, including 
Remembrance Sunday and the Christmas Lights Switch on. Officers advised that planning was 
continuing with the relevant stakeholders to minimise disruption and ensure that key events 
could proceed safely. 
 
The Committee further noted that temporary bus stops and shelters remained in operation 
during the works and discussed the importance of ensuring that these facilities remained 
accessible, adequately signed and that the bus stops were protected from inappropriate parking. 
 
During the wider discussion on public transport, bus operators reported that service diversions 
associated with the High Street works had generally operated successfully and that close liaison 
with the project team was essential. The Committee welcomed this collaborative approach and 
thanked the operators for their efforts in maintaining services during the construction period. 
 
In closing Members recognised that, although the works had inevitably caused disruption, the 
project represented a major investment in Witney town centre and there was broad support for 
ensuring that the final scheme delivered lasting improvements to accessibility, public realm 
quality, sustainability and the overall attractiveness of the High Street. 
 
Resolved: 
 

1. That, the update be noted and  
2. That, a councillor briefing be arranged in respect of the West End Link Road and 

That, ongoing engagement with businesses, residents, public transport operators and other 
stakeholders continue throughout the remainder of the High Street/Market Square project. 
 

T52   CIVIL ENFORCEMENT 
 
The Committee received an update on on-street parking enforcement within Witney. 

 
Members highlighted concerns regarding vehicles parking close to temporary bus stops 
introduced as part of the High Street Improvement Scheme, noting the potential impact on bus 
operations and passenger access.  
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Officers agreed to raise these concerns with the enforcement contractor and request 
appropriate monitoring of affected locations. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That, concerns regarding parking at temporary bus stop locations be referred to the Civil 
Enforcement contractor for consideration and targeted enforcement where appropriate. 
 

T53   COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
 
The Committee received an update on Community Speedwatch activity in Witney. 

 
Members were advised that Councillor Andrew Coles would be stepping down as Community 
Speedwatch Co-ordinator and that the last monitoring session had taken place in April 2026.  
 
The Committee noted that, should the scheme remain inactive for a period of six months, the 
speed monitoring equipment would need to be returned to Thames Valley Police. 
 
Members thanked Councillor Coles for his work in supporting the initiative and discussed the 
need to recruit additional volunteers to enable the scheme to continue. 
 
Resolved: 
 

1. That, Councillor Andrew Coles be thanked for his contribution to Community 
Speedwatch; and 

That, opportunities to recruit additional volunteers be promoted through the Town Council's 
website and social media channels. 
 

T54   PUBLIC TRANSPORT UPDATE 
 
The Committee received updates from Stagecoach and the public transport representative.  

 
Members were advised that the reopening of Botley Road had enabled significant revisions to 
local bus services, including the return of the S1 to its usual route and the introduction of the 
S1A, serving the Windrush Estate and providing a combined 15-minute frequency between 
Witney and Oxford. Representatives welcomed the improvements already delivered and noted 
that further benefits were expected once the High Street scheme had been completed. 
 
It was highlighted that the revised timetable had also improved provision for the Range Road 
and Colwell Green areas, which were now served every 30 minutes. Members welcomed the 
positive improvements being seen across the local network.  
 
A concern was raised regarding the reliability of on-board audio announcements. In response, 
Stagecoach acknowledged that some issues had been experienced but advised that these had 
been addressed and were believed to have now been resolved. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That, the update be noted. 
 
 
 

Page 56



Witney Traffic Advisory - 22 September 2026 

 
6 

T55   OCC CONSULTATION - WITAN WAY ZEBRA CROSSING 
 
The Committee considered the proposed zebra crossing near to Station Lane’s Avenue One. 

 
Members discussed the proposed location, pedestrian desire lines and potential impacts on 
traffic movement. Overall support was expressed for the principle of the crossing however, due 
to the various nuanced opinions Members were encouraged to submit individual consultation 
responses.  
 
Resolved: 
 
That, the proposal be welcomed and individual members submit consultation responses as 
appropriate. 
 

T56   OCC REQUEST FOR FEEDBACK ON 20MPH SCHEMES 
 
The Committee welcomed the request for feedback on the 20mph Speed Limit Scheme.  

 
Members acknowledged data indicating a reduction in accidents following the introduction of 
the scheme and welcomed this as an encouraging outcome. However, it was noted that some 
residents appeared to continue driving at speeds they considered appropriate regardless of the 
posted limit, leading to concerns regarding compliance and enforcement. Discussion focussed on 
the need for improved signage, particularly on routes into the town and in outlying areas such as 
Thorney Leys, where additional 30mph reminder signs were considered beneficial. Conversely, 
some members questioned the value of signage in short cul-de-sac locations where traffic 
speeds were already low. 
 
The Committee discussed the impact of the blanket 20mph approach, with particular reference 
to public transport. Members noted that buses were required to adhere to all speed restrictions 
throughout their routes, whilst private motorists could often avoid some of the affected roads. It 
was reported that the average speed of the S1 service was around 17mph, creating challenges in 
maintaining competitive journey times with car users. 
 
Members also considered the potential use of Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) to improve driver 
awareness and compliance. It was suggested that the Town Council could consider such 
measures as part of future budget discussions and that funding opportunities may be available 
through Oxfordshire County Council members' discretionary funding allocations. 
 
Whilst welcoming the reported reduction in accidents, members expressed the view that a more 
detailed review of the scheme's wider impacts would be beneficial, including consideration of 
concerns that lower speeds could result in traffic becoming more closely grouped in some 
locations, potentially affecting opportunities for pedestrians to cross the road. 
 
It was agreed that the comments raised during the discussion should be submitted as the 
Committee's response to the review, whilst individual members would remain free to submit 
their own representations. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That, the comments of the Committee be forwarded as part of the consultation response. 
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T57   CHURCH GREEN TRAFFIC ISSUES 
 
The Committee noted that the matters raised under this item had been addressed under the 
Place, Planning & Coordination item on the agenda. 
 

T58   KING GEORGES PATH 
 
The Committee noted that the matters raised under this item had been addressed under the 
Place, Planning & Coordination item on the agenda. 
 

T59   ITEMS RAISED AT THE MEETING 
 
Members were reminded of the consultation on the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2043 and 
encouraged to submit comments where relevant to transport matters. 

 
The Town Council also advised that works were being considered to address vegetation and 
visibility issues on the Curbridge Road roundabout near Richmond Village, and assistance with 
traffic management arrangements would be sought from Oxfordshire County Council 
 
Resolved: 
 
That, the updates be noted. 
 

T60   DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING(S) 
 
The next meeting of the Committee would be held on 12 January 2027. 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at: 4.51 pm 

 
Chair 
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